Brief Summary

The Europeanized Germany after the proposal 

of the Convention for a “European Constitution”
In a recent article, the eminent German academic, Karl Albrecht Schachtschneider, criticizes the proposed European Constitution and expands on his long-held belief that the structure of the EU is fundamentally undemocratic, and that there is no such thing as ‘a European people.’ He suggests that the European Union is transforming itself from a genuinely federal union into a unitary European state, and the new European Constitution is the decisive step in that direction. Those politicians sympathetic to ever-closer European integration subscribe to the idea of that integration taking the form of a series of small but significant steps, leading irreversibly towards the goal of a ‘United States of Europe.’ 
Schachtschneider believes that the EU has not only widened its powers, but also deepened them, adopting new powers and competences as sovereignty is transferred from member states to Brussels. He cites the single European currency and the faltering stability pact, as clear symbols of a unitary European state. But above all, he cites the new Constitution as the most decisive step towards a European state, a clear sign that the EU is becoming one state, not merely in a functional sense, but in an institutional sense. It has developed the institutions, powers, mechanisms, behaviour and habits of a state. Schachtschneider claims that the ‘boundaries of integration’ have been overstepped, and the EU’s inherent democratic deficit is not solved but enshrined in the proposed Constitution. The Constitution claims to “reflect the will of the citizens and States of Europe”, but Schachtschneider points out that those citizens were barely consulted at all on the content of the document, which was in fact drawn up by Valery Giscard ‘Estaing’s convention. 
The democratic legitimacy supposedly guaranteed by the elected members of the European Parliament is seriously undermined by the European Court of Justice, which has illegitimately usurped much of its power. He describes the Court as a ‘motor of integration’, driving the EU towards the integrationist dream of an economically and militarily powerful Europe, whilst giving little consideration to the real economic, political and social consequences this might have. The ‘state’ created by the EU is in fact illegitimate, because this state has been created, developed and extended by an authority devoid of democratic legitimacy, with a minimum of popular participation. In the absence of this participation, the creation of a constitution and a European Union with many of the characteristics of a state cannot constitute the creation of a single European people.
Schachtschneider determines that the development of a single European state is impossible and undesirable, primarily because democratic, liberal societies can only be sustained in small units in which their national character and preferences can be politically expressed, i.e. individual, smaller republics. Because of the sheer size and diversity of the European continent, a larger, monolithic European nation could only be despotic and authoritarian. Whilst welcoming the expansion of the EU, the author warns against the deepening of its powers and further integration. The EU’s political leaders, he claims, ignore the fact that the peoples of Europe will never be one unified people. This political leadership is bound by the extensive and self-seving party system, in which the numerous national parties have been subsumed into mass pan-European parties in the European Parliament. Europe could never be a Republic whilst it is run by an oligarchy of political parties, and further integration is unlikely to transform this system into a worthy ruling alliance. Europe can, therefore, only exist as a republic of republics, where people decide their own fate as individual nation states, but address common problems in a democratically legitimate European federation. This federation, and the decisions of this federation, must be based on the preferences of the people of Europe, and not those of the European political elite, and adhere firmly to the principle of subsidiarity. 
(Summarized by Sarah Buckley)

